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Tehachapi Loop Railroad Clubôs 
Newsletter  

 

Ann Tuma and the TLRC members have lost another dear friend and train enthusiast with the Janu-

ary 2011 passing of Larry Tuma (as seen to the right in the picture above with fellow TLRC member 

Louise Bailey ).  The Tumas have strongly supported every event of the TLRC since they joined years 

ago.  Larry provided support at every club event and of course Ann was always there as well.  I had 

the neat opportunity to run into Ann and Larry when they would make their trips to the commissary 

and base exchange at Edwards.  It was great to visit with them outside of the TLRC events and 

catch up with how things were going.  As a Navy veteran, Larry and Ann use to make the trip to 

Ridgecrest to take advantage of those retiree benefits and in the most recent years opted to 

switch over to Edwards Air Force Base.  While I am sure that Ann will carry on supporting the club 

we will certainly miss Larry.  Ann please know that all of the TLRC members are there for you and 

please call on us if we can help out in anyway.  As a small additional tribute, catch the article on page 

two provided by your Dispatcher, George Noriega regarding a railroad tribute to our veterans at 

the Army/Navy college football game.  
  

 

A Farewell to Arms for Larry Tuma  
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Liberty Limited rolls again for 

soldiers, sailors 
 

Article forwarded by George Noriega  

 
Dateline: Thursday, December 16, 2010  At 1,850 feet -19 private passenger cars and 

two classic EMD E -8 diesel -electric locomotives in the Pennsylvania Railroad's famous 

Tuscan Red/gold pinstripe keystone livery -the Liberty Limited was a sight to behold, 

roaring up the Northeast Corridor at 90 mph on December 10, on its way from  

Washington D.C. to the 2010 Army -Navy football game in Philadelphia .  

 

 

 

Inside the gleaming private -varnish consist, with Liberty Limited  

operator Bennett Levin's P ennsylvania 120 open-platform busi-

ness/observation car bringing up the markers, were 70 "Wounded 

Warriors" -U.S. Army, Navy, and Marine Corps personnel from 

Walter Reed Army Hospital and Bethesda Naval Medical Center.  

 

 

 

 

With them were 25 family members and guests, 24 military support staff, 

16 car owners (who donated use of their equipment), 42 food preparation 

and wait staff, 30 crew members and police officers -"and no politicians or 

media," according to Levin, who with wife Vivian and son Eric (Conrail's Su-

perintendent of Motive Power and rebuilder and caretaker of his father's 

1951-vintage E-8s), has operated this special trip three times at the behest 

of U.S. military.   During the course of the all -day event, there were 225 

breakfasts, 160 lunches, and 250 dinners served on board private cars that 

came from Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Ohio, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Mary-

land, Connecticut, Arizona, and New Jersey. This included ground crews 

from CSX Transportation and Conrail in Philadelphia, on site security and 

police escorts, and Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 

drivers.  

 

Thanks for bringing this article to our attention George!  For those that have computers and want to watch video 

clips of this train, go to YouTube and enter Liberty Limited 2010 Edition in the search box or enter the following 

Universal Resource Locator (URL) listed below (case sensitive) to bring up the video and you can launch out to 

other video clips from either method.  And while you watch, remember Larry Tuma and all of our veterans past 

and present that preserve our right to live in this great country!  
 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwXCjFLw2ts  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=eqcya8n6&et=1104100152871&s=20010&e=001Grl6lVTFhwuszxZ5hH9YNcbqAeSMWLc74DUU7EPDwve9UISgUEA5GDn-CAJS0Ic5UhBDr4LfNWA5pLnotSdczSOTciud8TX9_etlSX1En9qsUwjGn_hjhKtwjndSKo20DI0DGs8DM_Z5pLZnP3Z042tcPJBU9jwkKJQagzMEj6RLXCJPWp-skBU5AC0Ee9


 

1.  Superintendent: John Bell  called the meeting to or-

der at 10:02 AM.  He walks (with out assistance)! He 

talks! He brings do -nuts! The Members all welcomed 

back John after his successful knee replacement sur-

gery.  
 

2.  Guests: None  
 

3.  Paymasterõs Report: Since Charles Dodds  has moved 

to Santa Rosa, recent new member Chris Howard  was 

appointed to be the official òMotion Moveró.  The re-

port having been received in the Loop hot off the 

press just 5 minutes before the meeting (well, maybe 

50), motion was made by Chris Howard  and seconded 

by òMeó (Wilson James)  to approve the report.  Mo-

tion passed.  
 

4.  Stationmasterõs Report: The Christmas Dinner having 

replaced the December meeting, there was no Sta-

tionmasterõs Report to approve. 
 

5.  Committee Reports:  

A.  Park and Recreation Contact:  Mike Schmitt 

reported that Show dates are set for April 9 & 10; 

and June 18 & 19.  After a little discussion it was de-

cided to hold the third show on the second weekend in 

November, 12 & 13.  The fee for West Park will be 

$18 per hour for the first two Shows. The November 

fee will be determined with P&Rõs next fiscal year. 

B.  Promotions: Louise Bailey  reported that the 

OõBrians had returned their 2 vests from Arizona.  

Medium and Large, they are available for $10 each.  

C. Membership: Theresa Bruno  reported we are at 

48 members . 

D. Sunshine: Ann Tuma was absent. We later 

learned that Larry Tuma  died today .  We add him to 

Russ Tidd  and Bob Woodrum as Members who have 

died since the beginning of December.  John Bell  will 

deliver a card to Ann and Larry III , and to Tom 

Woodrum (son) who is in town packing up the house.  

John  will try to get contact information for Russ 

Tiddõs relatives in Palm Springs . 

E. Publicity: Mike Schmitt  will be contacting the 

media as Show time approaches.  

F. Historian: Rex Welker  is still assembling history 

in the making, but asks that Members save articles 

they see as he has limited.  

 

5.  Committee Reports (Concluded):  

G.  Loop Editor: Marlan Woodside apologized for 

the late delivery this morning, and requested arti-

cles to print in the Loop.  He did do a good job on 

articles about R uss Tidd, Bob Woodrum, and 

Charles Dodds.  

H.  Ways and Means: No meeting to report.  

I. Loop Mountain Crossing: Wilson James  

reported that the layout is running and turned in 

$63.  There was a brief discussion about needing a 

ônewõ loco on the layout, mainly aiming at more vari-

ety.  Wilson  will try to swap the current loco for 

one in storage . 
 

6.  Train Faire Groups:  

N:    Rex Welker plans to be at the April Show. 

Chris Howard will bring his new 48x56ó lay-

out!!!! 

HO:  Mike Bruno reported that there will be an 

HO work day coming soon. With the consent 

of the Members, the High Desert Club will be 

invited.  

O:    John Holmes  reported that he will have 

something.  He is also making a Homosote run 

to San Diego.  

Toy Train:  Doug Pickard  expects to be at the 

April show.  

G:    George Noriega  said they are ready to go, 

and may add another 10õ. 

Show Coordinator:  With the passing of Russ Tidd , 

John Holmes volunteered to be the new 

Show Coordinator.  
 

7.  Activities:  

A. Feb 12 (Sat): TLRC Meeting at the Village 

Grill  

B. Mar 12 (Sat): TLRC Meeting at the Village 

Grill  

C. Apr 9 & 10 (Sat & Sun): Spring Show at 

West Park. NO MEETING?  

D. May 12 (Sat):TLRC Meeting at the Village Grill  

E. Jun 11 (Sat): TLRC Meeting at the Village 

Grill, ELECTIONS!!!  

F. Jun 18 & 19 (Sat & Sun): Summer Show at 

West Park  

G. Nov 12 & 13 (Sat & Sun): Winter Show at 

West Park  (go to page 5 for conclusion)  
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TLRC Business Meeting  
 

Stationmasterõs Report 
 

January 8th, 2011  
 

at The Village Grill  
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From the desk of the Paymaster Mike 

Schmitt, the following reports are 

provided for your review and approval  

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 

Balance Sheet -  As of 01/23/2011  
(Includes unrealized gains)  

This is a special edition of the Tehachapi Loop Railroad Club News-

letter. The financial information that normally appears on this page 

is to be viewed only by dues paying members.  

 

So if the information provided in the rest of the newsletter appeals 

to you, why donõt you join the club and help us further promote the 

wonderful hobby of railroading and model railroading.  

 

We endeavor to pursue all aspects of the prototype railroads and 

the miniature scale modeling side of this fascinating hobby.  

 

See you at our next TRAIN SHOW, Tehachapi West Park  

Mark your calendar NOW for April 2nd at 10am to 5pm and  

April 3rd from 10am to 4pm  
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TLRC Business Meeting  
 

Stationmasterõs Report 
 

January 8th, 2011  
 

at The Village Grill  

 

8.  Business: John Bell read a card from Betty Stokoe, thanking TLRC 

and the Friends of the Depot for their invitations, but she no longer 

travels.  
 

9.  Round Table:  

A: Doug Pickard  reported that the memorial bricks under the water 

tower are now being handled by the Friends of the Depot.  

B: Mike Bruno reported that Palmdale Hobby has been resurrected 

as Locke Hobby near 30 West and Rancho Vista.  
 

The Meeting never was adjourned.    

 

After the Business portion, the Club members got 

down to the real business of buying books and locomo-

tives.  Philip Bailey had brought in several cases of 

cars, locomotives and books that Charles Dodds had 

donated to the Club just before his move.  

Each member was allowed to choose one car as a re-

membrance. The books were auctioned off, with a few 

books having several bidders.  The locomotives were 

sold.  Everyone was disappointed that the cab forward 

was not there.  It was suggested that one of the locos 

would be good for the Mountain Crossing, and that a 

few others would be good for the Oil Can train.   Mike 

Schmitt later reported that $259 had been raised 

for the Club.  

Some cars, locos and books are still available.  Other 

modeling supplies may be offered at later meetings or 

at the Shows, and some may go onto the Clubõs HO 

layouts.  

 

Philip Bailey, Stationmaster  

Whatta yah mean 

NO G scale and no 

Jigsaw Puzzles? 

Will you take two 

coffee mugs?  

 

Mike Schmitt and Louise Bailey in the picture above 

discuss her offer of some old TLRC coffee mugs for 

some of Charles Dodds  donations to the club.  Just 

kidding of course!  In the photo to the right starting 

from left to right is Phil Bailey, Wilson James, John 

Bell, and Mike Bruno responding to Johnõs disappoint-

ment that all the rolling stock and equipment was HO 

scaleé.I believe John picked up a book or two, but no 

jigsaw puzzles were to be found.  TLRC greatly appre-

ciates the generosity of Charles Dodds  and the club 

treasury was increased by $259.  Look for more items 

from the collection at the next show and hopefully  

Ana Tuma will be back at the Tuma table offering  

them at a fair price!  
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How About A Roadtrip?.....and on a TRAIN!!!  

Story and Photos by Marlan Woodside  
 
 

I know most members of the TLRC can barely remember the last time the club made a trip as a group.  Isnõt it 

about time we did something about that?  Well if you want to see a line up of Metrolink trains like the ones in 

the picture below at the Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal (LAUPT) and if you want to see a real live 

Santa Fe steam locomotive...anyone remember the 

3751???...well she is going to be at the San Bernardino 

train station on Saturday and Sunday the 16th and 17th of 

April.  See the station pictured below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The station contains a museum filled with railroad 

artifacts that will keep you busy for hours.  For 

those that might get hungry they even have a snack 

bar inside the station.  

 

The event does not match the actual National Train day in May, but the www.RideMyTrain.com site lists all 

the private cars that will be pulled by 3751 from LAUPT to San Bernardino on Saturday 16 April and will re-

turn on Sunday 17 April.  Another YouTube video of last yearõs event can be found at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXnVr 2 -ALA  there is a space before that 2!  or search for the video clip 

at San Bernardino Railroad Days ð5/8/10.  

 

Thanks to Phil Cornyn, a family and friends faire can be purchased for an ALL DAY pass on Metrolink from 

Lancaster to LAUPT then on to San Bernardino and back for about $8 per person when traveling as a group of 

four.  One Family faire would be purchased at less than $32 buck so each individual would only be out $8.   

 

There are several trains departing Lancaster throughout the day, but the most optimum schedule to allow for 

viewing all the neat things in San Bernardino would be as follows:  

 

Depart Lancaster Metrolink at:  6:30am   Depart San Bernardino at: 2:07pm  

Arrive LAUPT at 8:30am                                              Arrive LAUPT at 3:40pm  

Depart LAUPT at 9:00am                                              Depart LAUPT at 4:05pm  

Arrive San Bernardino at 10:50am                                Arrive Lancaster Metrolink at: 6:10pm  

 

So, what do you think?  Group rates are not even this cheap and the beauty of this approach is it only takes 

four people to pull it off or as many groups of four that want to go! Lets talk about and see what we want to 

do, it would be a long day for sure, but one that would be filled with train riding and train sight seeing galore 

and without taking much money to pull off!  
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The Fusee Has Been Passed to a 

New Generation  

Story and Photo by Marlan Woodside  
 
 

When Charles Dodds informed us on 26 Dec 2010, that he sold 

his house in Tehachapi and was moving to Santa Rosa, he not 

only left us some of his rolling stock and books to raise money 

for the club (see article on page 5), he also left a HUGE hole in 

the parliamentary procedures of the TLRC business meetings.  

With his departure, WHO was NOW going to make the motions 

to approve the Stationmaster and Paymaster Reports.  

 

We looked around the room at the January 2011 meeting and 

the most professional looking railroad in the bunch shown like a 

red light from a target searchlight signal masté..there stood 

Chris Howard!  

 

Before one could blink an eye, the board quickly approved Chris 

as the heir to the official òMotion Moveró position once held by 
Charles. 

 

So to paraphrase with a railroad twist, a young U.S. President, the 

torch, I mean fusee has been passed to a new generation.  Chris will 

have to ask his Mom, Debra about that one!!   

Last MINUTE additions to ACTIVITIES  
 

Whenever you learn of events that may be of interest to our members let me know, like the following:  
 

Mike Bruno gave the following;  
 

     May 7-8, 2011:  High Desert Modular Model Railroad Club Train Show in conjunction with the California City Desert Tortoise 

Days Festival.   Located  at the  Strata Sports Center  in California City's Central Park, it will be open to the public on Saturday  

from 10am to 5pm and Sunday from 10am to 4pm.   Like the TLRC events, there will be a large HO layout (last year's measured 

66' X 28'), an O/O -27 display, an Ann Tuma-style sale table, possibly an N -gauge pike, and some other items of railroad inter-

est.   It is also likely that there will be  snacks and soft drinks for sale.   Admission is free.  

  

     As a reciprocal courtesy to that extended to their members for the recent Winter Extravaganza in November, TLRC mem-

bers wishing to play train for a weekend on a larger HO layout than we've ever had are welcome to participate, provided that 

they assist the HDMMRC in setup and teardown.   Setup will be Friday, May 6, beginning at between 9 and 10am and continue 

until  it is complete or it is decided that the layout is  far enough  along to quit for the evening.   Teardown will immediately fo llow 

the closing of the show on Sunday.   There are no facility -imposed time restrictions; the Show Superintendent  will possess the 

building key and alarm code so the club can come and go as they wish.   As the California City Parks & Recreation Department is 

making the facility available to the club at no charge, there will be no cost to the participating members.   Anyone wishing to attend 

the show should contact Mike Bruno for further details.   It is understood that interested members may not be able to take part i n the 
entire setup due to work schedules, so talk to Mike to see what can be arranged.   
 

     The Roundhouse Gang will sponsor another swap meet on Saturday, February 26, in Riverside. Admission is a $3.00 do-

nation. Parking is free and the facility is climate controlled.  Time: 7:30 am until 11:00 teardown .  Address: 

Janet Goeske Senior Center   5257 Sierra Street (North of Sears)  Corner of Streeter & Sierra in Riverside CA  
Map Link: http://tinyurl.com/2xsv3g   Info: Gary 909-794-3153 gwinterg@verizon.net 


