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Tehachapi Loop Railroad Club’s 
Newsletter 

Guess Who Had an Anniversary? 

 

Can you believe that it’s already been a year now that the Tehachapi Depot Railroad Museum has 

been open?  What a great all day event that the Friends of the Depot (FOTD) put on to celebrate 

the event!  Those folks really did the depot proud by blocking the street off and having a track-

less train, vendors, tours of the museum, music, story book readings and all capped off by an ex-

cellent tri-tip dinner and silent auction later that evening.  The various members of the Tehachapi 

Loop Railroad Club that started the restoration effort years ago are to be thanked many times 

over for their perseverance to see the depot from it’s diamond in the rough stage, forged thru a 

fire stage, and then to the jewel that it is today.  Thank You...Thank You… Thank You for giving 

your time and effort and for all of the docents that staff the museum and of course the FOTD 

group for their dedication to the cause.  May the depot celebrate many, many more birthday’s to 

come and may the celebration expand with each one. 
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Taking It to the Road 
 

 

Our long time member and 

Dispatcher, George 

Noriega has informed the 

board that he has resigned 

his position due to a desire 

to travel on the road.  Ap-

parently he is so serious 

about this that he has al-

ready sold most of his G 

Scale equipment, kind of a 

“going out of business” sale. 

 

George will certainly be 

missed by the board, the G 

Scalers and the rest of the club.  He was always there supporting the TLRC 

shows and staffing the G Scale layout.  Even through his various illnesses and 

recuperations he was always striving to get back into the engineer’s seat and 

help move the club along. 
 

As seen in the picture to the right at Robert Woodrum’s 6 May 2009 celebra-

tion of Kathleen’s Life, George was always taking the time to represent the 

club and support his friends.  Thanks for your service and friendship and eve-

ryone wishes you Godspeed on your travels. So be safe and keep in touch.  We 

can hardly wait to hear your reports from the road and envy your opportunity 

to explorer our great Nation. 

 

Passing of Ron Wright on 30 May 2011  
 

Ron Wright and his wife Midge were for-

mer members of the TLRC and were the 

organizers of the first TLRC road trip that 

I made with the club.  The trip to Barstow 

in May of 2005 was what caused me to join 

the club.  It was great to see both Ron and 

Midge visiting with Steve Pruitt at the 

June 2010 Friends of the Depot pre-

opening evening event (see picture at left).  

I was additionally honored to be able to sit 

and visit with the Wright’s at the Tehach-

api Depot Christmas party as well. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Midge 

and the family and also to our club member 

Mario Terrazas.  Mario is employed by the 

Wrights in their Mojave Stake business. 

  

 



 

TLRC Business Meeting 
 

Stationmaster’s Report 
 

May 14, 2011 
 

at The Village Grill 

 

D. Sunshine: Ann Tuma has of-

fered to pull double-duty at the 

Summer Show by filling in for 

Louise Bailey at the West Park 

promotions table in addition to per-

forming her usual excellent job as 

our swap table manager.  Ann has 

requested that the membership helps her by turning on 

the coffee pot on Saturday and Sunday morning if she’s 

otherwise occupied.  
 

E. Publicity: Mike Schmitt will start publicizing the 

Summer Show now.  He will provide flyers for members 

who will be displaying or selling at the Depot Show on Sat-

urday to set out directing the public to West Park. 
 

F. Historian: Rex Welker is still looking for articles or 

other tidbits of history.  
 

G. Loop Editor: Marlan Woodside had suffered a com-

puter crash which delayed the publication of the May 

newsletter and apologized profusely.  He announced that 

the newsletter remains available on our club website and 

that several activities are listed.  Marlan recently 

bumped into Terry Haven, who owns the large HO layout 

in Ridgecrest that hosted the TLRC for an operating ses-

sion some years ago, and said that Terry has invited us 

back for another session.  Marlan then offered some 

companion passes on Amtrak which he won’t be able to use 

to any member who wants them free of charge, but indi-

cated that they’d better hurry as they expire 15 June . 
 

H. Ways and Means: This committee did not meet since 

the last business meeting. 
 

I. Mountain Crossing: Wilson James reported that the 

restaurant in which the layout resides remains closed, but 

that the funds in the donation “safe” have been secured.  

Keith and Toni Watt told the group that they had at-

tempted to buy the property before the current owners, 

the Yu’s, did but it did not come to fruition  
 

6. Train Faire Groups:  Continued on Page 5 
 

Big Thanks to MIKE BRUNO, (See photo above) for 

covering the Stationmaster’s duties 
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1. Superintendent John Bell called the meeting to 

order at 10:01 AM.  
 

2. Guests: James Galagan, who has recently 

moved in with John Bell; Ron Snyder, who is 

interested in HO, joined the club at the meet-

ing; Keith and Toni Watt from Stallion Springs, 

HO and G enthusiasts, respectively, who also 

joined the club at the meeting.  Welcome Ron, 

Keith, and Toni! 
 

3. Paymaster’s Report: John Holmes moved to 

accept the paymaster’s report and Mike 

Schmitt seconded.  The motion passed unani-

mously. 
 

4.  Stationmaster’s Report: Since the TLRC Spring 

Show replaced the April business meeting there 

was no report on which to deliberate . 
 

5.  Committee Reports:  
 

A. Parks and Recreation: No report. 
 

B. Promotions: Louise Bailey reported that our 

latest club shirt order will arrive before the 

June meeting and will be priced at between $11 

and $25.  All those who have ordered shirts are 

requested to pick them up and pay for them 

when she brings them.  Please bring exact 

change as Louise will not have money to make 

change.  Due to her participation with a club 

promotions table at the Tehachapi Depot Model 

Railroad Show on 18 June, she will not be at the 

Summer Show at West Park on Saturday, but 

will be on Sunday.  She has requested assistance 

with setting up the two Depot Show tables at 

7:30 AM and with packing them up at 4 PM.  The 

tables have yet to be procured.  Rick Passalac-

qua offered to attempt to locate a pop-up can-

opy to keep Louise cool. 
 

C. Membership: Theresa Bruno stated that we 

have 50 members, including our three new en-

tries.  She is collecting dues starting now and 

has asked that we help ease her burden by pay-

ing with checks if at all possible and, if not, cash 

in a sealed envelope with the member’s name 

written on it.  
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From the desk of the Paymaster Mike 

Schmitt, the following reports are 

provided for your review and approval 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

Balance Sheet - As of 5/25/2011 
(Includes unrealized gains) 

You are reading a special edition of the Tehachapi 

Loop Railroad Club newsletter. (You didn’t want to 

read our financials anyway, did you?) 
 

We hope you enjoy reading about our activities and 

hope your interest in our club has been ignited such 

that you might consider joining in the fun with us! 
 

We are a non-profit organization that fosters the 

interests of our members in the hobby of railroad-

ing and modeling of railroads as well as seeking out 

railroad adventures to further our understanding 

and love of trains.  We put on an occasional show 

or two as well over at West Park in Tehachapi and 

meet the second Saturday of each month at the 

Village Grill Restaurant in Tehachapi.  Stop on by. 
 

To learn more, visit our website, send us an email 

or contact one of the board members listed on page 

eight.  Better yet, hopefully there is still an appli-

cation enclosed with this letter and you will fill it 

out, write us a check and mail it in so your fun can 

begin without delay.  
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TLRC Business Meeting 
 

Stationmaster’s Report 

May 14, 2011 
 

at The Village Grill 

(Concluded) 

in Phil Bailey’s garage.  Ann Tuma suggested promoting the 

layout at the Depot Show and Steve Pruitt pointed out 

that the promotions crew there could offer additional raf-

fle tickets for sale. 
 

B.  Debra Howard told us that the AV N Scalers, who the 

club has discussed inviting to display at a TLRC show, will 

not be able to attend the Summer Show.  However, they 

can be seen at The Big Train Show in Ontario on 21 May. 
 

C.  Marlan Woodside, the 2011 TLRC Electioneer, in-

formed the membership that the position of Stationmas-

ter was the only tenuous slot, with candidates being inter-

ested in all others.  He will contact all candidates to solid-

ify the slate.  At that time, Debra Howard stepped for-

ward and announced her candidacy for Stationmaster.  

Marlan said that ballots would be distributed, and the 

election would occur, at the June business meeting and the 

new officers would be installed in July.  The need for new 

activity ideas was heavily stressed.  John Holmes an-

nounced to the room that he would throw his hat into the 

ring for the position of Dispatcher.  Theresa Bruno then 

informed us that past member Linda Gordon had let her 

know that she would be returning to the club and was in-

terested in running for Dispatcher as well.  Next, John 

Bell told the membership that he would not seek re-

election to a board position, agreeing with reports that he 

drove members away from the club, and announced that 

Theresa was seeking the position of Superintendent.  

Therefore, the slate of officer candidates stands as fol-

lows:            Superintendent: Theresa Bruno 

Dispatcher: John Holmes 

 Linda Gordon 

Stationmaster: Debra Howard 

Paymaster: Mike Schmitt 

1st Inspector: Wilson James 

2nd Inspector: Marlan Woodside 
 

9.  Round Table:  

A.  Marlan Woodside found a free-Amtrak-pass-taker in 

John Bell. 
 

B.  Doug Pickard told the group about Sheryl’s and his 

trip to New Orleans and the great time they had there.  

They spent 10 days traveling around on streetcars and 

buses and rode home on Amtrak’s Sunset Limited.  Doug 

advocated alternative transportation methods to LAX. 
 

10. Superintendent:  

John Bell adjourned the meeting at 11:01 AM. 
 

Mike Bruno, Acting Stationmaster 

6.  Train Faire Groups: 
 

N:  Rex Welker has passed the N Scale Chair-

man torch to the team of Debra and Christo-

pher Howard and needs to provide them with 

the club N scale layout.  The Howards plan to 

set up both the club pike and their own N layout 

at upcoming shows. 
 

HO:  Mike Bruno reported that HO will be at 

the Summer Show though he will not be there on 

Saturday since he’ll be playing train business at 

the Depot Show. 
 

O:  John Holmes mentioned that he and Wilson 

James need to accomplish further coordination 

to move forward with the layout project. 
 

Toy Train:  Doug Pickard told the group that 

he will be at the Depot Show as well and that 

Dave Hubbard will be out of town during the 

Summer Show.  Steve Pruitt said that he’s not 

sure if he will be able to be there, so the atten-

dance of the Toy Train layout is in question. 
 

G:  John Bell announced that the G scale em-

pire will attend the Summer Show. 
 

Show Coordinator:  John Holmes plans to gen-

erate a diagram of the West Park building to 

assist him and others with the configuration of 

train shows there. 
 

7.  Activities: 
 

A.  Jun 4 (Sat):  Tehachapi Depot First Anni-

versary celebration at the Tehachapi Depot 
 

B.  Jun 11 (Sat):  TLRC Meeting at Village Grill 

and ELECTIONS!! 
 

C.  Jun 18 (Sat):  Tehachapi Depot Model Rail-

road Show at the Tehachapi Depot  
 

D.  Jun 18 & 19 (Sat & Sun):  Summer Show 

at West Park  
 

E.  Nov 12 & 13 (Sat & Sun):  Winter Show 

at West Park 
 

8.  Business:  

A.  John Bell reported that $100 in raffle tick-

ets for the HO layout were sold at the Spring 

Show.  It has been decided to perform the raf-

fle drawing at the Summer Show instead of the 

Winter Show.  The layout is currently being stored 
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Welcome to Our New Members 
 
 

 

A big TLRC welcome to Ron Snyder who joined the ranks of 

our membership at the 14 May 2011 meeting. 

 

Ron has been retired since 2006 after working for a private 

company in the Los Angeles area that serviced trains.  In fact 

that’s how he got interested in trains.  We are fortunate to 

have Ron with us.  After suffering from a work related run in 

with a distracted driver, the way he tells the story the driver 

actually ran him over and it’s been a miracle of treatment and 

therapy that he is walking around today. 

 

So Ron says, don’t expect him to do a lot of heavy lifting with 

the  train shows just yet!  He does want to play a role where 

ever he can cause he wants to learn techniques that he can 

apply to an HO layout that he’d like to build some day at his 

house in Tehachapi.  He favors the old western type steam locomotive trains and has a vision of trying 

to recapture the old West days with his model railroad. 

 

Ron became aware of the club by attending several of the Train Shows and several of the TLRC mem-

bers had tried to talk him into joining over the years.  He finally decided that it was time to join in the 

fun and we are glad that he has.  Welcome aboard!! 

 

 

Our other new members that joined at the 14 May 2011 

meeting are Toni and Keith Watt.  It is really great to 

see a couple join that are BOTH railroad fans.  While 

both have been in the community for a while and have 

business interests, they recently discovered the club 

and felt it would be fun to check into the club.  We are 

glad that they did.  At their first meeting they actively 

engaged in the discussion regarding the Mountain Cross-

ing and shared their thoughts about what might be pos-

sible courses of actions the owners could be considering 

cause they themselves almost bought the place several 

years ago.  I made a couple of calls to attempt an inter-

view with Toni and Keith without success on my part, so I 

will have to catch up with these two later and get some 

more information regarding their interests in railroading 

and model trains. 

 

So for now it is up to all of us current members to keep marketing the club and attending the meetings 

and club events.  We need everyone to be active campaigners to expand our membership.  With the 

June meeting elections, please attend and cast your vote, express your opinions to the incoming board 

and take an active part where you can.  The club can also benefit from what new ideas and talents you 

bring to the meetings and events.  Don’t go “dead on the law” sitting in a siding, get out on the mainline! 

Ron Snyder joins the Tehachapi 

Loop Railroad Club 

 

 

Toni and Keith Watt also joined  

the Tehachapi Loop Railroad Club 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L to R back row John Bell, Philip Bailey, Marlan 

Woodside and front row Wilson James, George 

Noriega and Mike Schmitt 
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What’s Up with the 

Crew? 

Do you ever get tire of the “ole same o’ 

same o”?  Well often times those that vol-

unteer to represent the interests of the 

group do as well.  John Bell our Superinten-

dent has decided two terms are enough and 

wants to hand the gavel over.  You’ve read 

the story about our Dispatcher, George 

Noriega, and of course we are still mourning 

the loss of our Stationmaster, Philip Bailey.  

The rest of us, Paymaster Mike Schmitt, 

1st Inspector Wilson James and 2nd In-

spector Marlan Woodside are still willing 

to serve on as long as you will have us, or at 

least another term. BTW-Wilson is on the 

mend and recovering well from surgery. 
 

While our only contested position is that of the Dispatcher with John Holmes and Linda Gordon vying, they 

and the rest of the club still need your active participation in the voting as well as the active support, partici-

pation, and contribution of ideas and activities that you’d like to see the new board pursue.  As one of our 

Phil’s from the past chided me….”when are you going to DO SOMETHING with the club?”  We all know that 

our membership numbers have taken a hit, so let’s pump some new energy into the club and what better person 

to do that than YOU! Lastly, June meeting, have your DUES & Promotions $$ and ideas for a July potluck 

crew change dinner offering.  The club covers the meat, John Bell is hosting,  YOU decide the JULY DATE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Last MINUTE additions to ACTIVITIES 
 

Whenever you learn of events that may be of inter-

est to our members let me know, like the following: 
 

Book on AMTRAK by June 24 to 
save 20% off select routes. 

 

All aboard the savings train. Your fall trip just got a 

lot more affordable. Because if you book it before 

June 24, 2011, you can save 20% off select routes 

September 15 through November 15, 2011.  With sav-

ings that big, all the conveniences of train travel be-

come that much better. Relax with more legroom, 

comfortable seating and ever-changing scenery. Enjoy 

a tasty snack or a full meal with our variety of on-

board dining options, or just take in the world as it 

passes by.  Create your own travel adventures as you 

save on travel between great cities including: Sunset 

Limited, Texas Eagle, Southwest Chief, California 

Zephyr, Empire Builder, City of New Orleans, Cardi-

nal, Capital Limited and Lake Shore Limited.  The en-

joyment is real. The savings are big. Book your trip 

before June 24, 2011 and save 20%.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L to R back row John Bell, Philip Bailey, Marlan Woodside and 

front row Wilson James, George Noriega and Mike Schmitt 

Above, TLRC members (L to R) Phil Cornyn, Mike 

Schmitt, and Mario Terrazas, put some finishing 

touches on the layout that will be raffled off at 

the 18/19 June Train Show.  The conclusion of the 

raffle will NOW be at the June show, and NOT 

November.  Appreciate all those that played a part 

in getting the layout, fine tuning it, selling raffle 

tickets and promoting the club...and I think they 

fun bringing it back to life!!  Members in action 

make it happen!!! 



 

Monthly Newsletter 

of the  

Tehachapi Loop 

Railroad Club 
 

Post Office Box 876 

TLRC OFFICERS 

 

Superintendent John Bell  661-300-0932 

Dispatcher George Noriega  661-822-8547 

Stationmaster Vacant  661-999-9999 

Paymaster Mike Schmitt  661-821-5271 

1st. Inspector Wilson James  661-823-1665 

2nd. Inspector Marlan Woodside 760-373-4765 

 

ADMINISTRATORS/CHAIRPERSONS 

 

Activities: Scale Chairs: 

Conductor  — Ann Tuma N — Rex Welker 

Historian — Rex Welker HO—Mike Bruno 

Hospitality — Ann Tuma Toy Trains—Steve Pruitt 

Loop Editor — Marlan Woodside O—John Holmes 

Membership — Theresa Bruno G—John Bell 

Web Designer — Jack Fowler    

Promotions — Louise Bailey 

Publicity — Mike Schmitt 

Mtn. Xng Layout  — Wilson James 

Ways & Means — Vacant 

Event Coordinator — John Holmes 
 

 

Website Address:  www.TehachapiLoopRailroadClub.org 
 

TLRC Email Address:   tlrc_club@hotmail.com 

 

Next Meeting Date: July 18, 2011 at 5:30 PM  

Location: John Bell’s House 
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Wow, is it June already?  Many activities. Have 

transpired over the past several weeks, a moving 

on of our Dispatcher, a loss of a former TLRC 

member and a celebration of the first year of 

the Tehachapi Depot’s existence.  So never a 

loss for activities in the area.  Of our member-

ship chairperson has reminded us of dues being 

due so have them ready for the June meeting 

and our wonderful Promotions lady, has got many 

items for us, so make sure you bring your cash to 

the meeting and don’t make her have to hunt you 

down, cause she WILL!  

Editor’s Note: 
 

While I will attempt to have someone proof read 

and correct any spelling, grammatical errors  and 

mislabeling, I apologize in advance for any errors 

that may have gone to print. 

 

Tehachapi  

Loop Railroad  

Club  


