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Tehachapi Loop Railroad Clubôs 
Newsletter  

 

 

Left to Right are John Bell, Wilson James, Phil Cornyn and Phil Bailey  
 

HO Fundraiser Layout  

Last year, thru one of his many mysterious connections, John Bell found out about an incomplete 

HO layout that the owner no longer wanted.  It was donated to the Tehachapi Loop Railroad Club, 

and he and Rick Passalacqua brought it to the Bell Barn.  
 

Built on a well constructed but light weight 5õ by 10õ table, it has an outside oval with a small 

yard, and a connected inside figure ô8õ going around a mountain.  The layout came with cars, some 

still in kits, buildings, and some scenery supplies. The track has been laid, and the scenery is in 

the white plaster stage.  Several HO members saw the layout during 2010, declared it ôgoodõ. 
 

Now that the new HO yard for the modular layout is up and running, various HO members have 

been working on the layout to get it into operating condition.  Some of the track had kinked, and 

the layout had never been wired.  

Working on the Railroad at Bell Mountain or is that 

the Matterhorn at Disneyland?  
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San Bernardino Railroad Days 
 

by Marlan Woodside and Poster by Phil Cornyn  
 

The San Bernardino Railroad Days event is the primary destination of the TLRC Metrolink Family Fare trip.  

The San Bernardino History & Railroad Museum, the San Bernardino Historical & Pioneer Society, the BNSF, 

and the City of San Bernardino will 

host San Bernardino Railroad Days 

April 16th and 17th  at the historic 

Santa Fe San Bernardino Depot, at 

1170 W. Third Street.         Railroad 

displays will include new BNSF       

locomotives, passenger 

cars,  and Santa Fe Steam Locomotive 

No. 3751. There will also be historic 

fire apparatus and vehicles.  There 

will be model railroads, the Orange 

Empire Railway Museum's  Harvey 

Girls, and   BNSF Operation          

Lifesaver.  

A steam train powered by 3751 will 

already be a the station having     

arrived from Los Angeles Union   

Station and will have the following 

cars in the trainõs  consist will include 

five  private passenger cars: CN      

Business car "Tioga Pass," built in 

1959.  SP club lounge No. 2981 

"Overland Trail," built in 1949, UP 

5430, chair car  "Amber Trail," built 

in 1950, CB&Q 4735 dome - diner -

lounge "Silver Splendor," built in 

1956. CP baggage car 4210, "Pony  

Express," built in 1941, now           

rebuilt into a club  lounge car. The 

reference to tickets is to ride on the 

steam powered train and NOT to gain 

entrance to the museum.  More      

details are located at the following 

website where you can see more    

pictures and information about this 

event and the time schedules:  

http://www.sbdepotmuseum.com/photo -gallery/railroad -days-2010/  



 

1.  Stationmaster: Philip Bailey called the meeting to 

order at 10:02 AM in the absence of Superintendent 

John Bell  and Dispatcher George Noriega.   
 

2.  Guests: Jenny grand - daughter and Ashlena 

Vasquez great grand - daughter , granddaughter and 

great granddaughter of Liz Ayala.  They were      

visiting from Germany where her husband is stationed 

while  he is deployed to Afghanistan.  
 

3.  Paymasterõs Report: Motion was made by Chris  

Howard  and seconded by Ann Tuma  to approve the 

report as printed in the freshly printed Loop.  Motion 

passed.  
 

4.  Stationmasterõs Report: Motion was made by Chris 

Howard  and seconded by Ann Tuma  to approve the 

report.  Motion passed.  
 

5.  Committee Reports:  

A.  Park and Recreation Contact:  Mike Schmitt 

reported that Show dates are set for April, June and 

November.  Theresa Bruno will contact the Humane 

Society and inform them of the dates.  
 

Superintendent: John Bell arrived and chaired the 

rest of the meeting.  
 

B.  Promotions: Louise Bailey  passed around a sign up 

sheet for Club Tõs and polo shirts.  A few more names 

will be needed to complete the order.  

C. Membership: Theresa Bruno  reported we are at 

48 members. She reminded everyone that dues will be 

due in June for the July renewal.  Dues are $40 for 

Individuals and $80 for Family . 

D. Sunshine: Ann Tuma thanked everyone for the 

cards they had sent her, and for covering the other 

Sunshine needs in her absence.  John Bell  has sent a 

card to Tom Woodrum.  An address is still needed for 

Russ Tiddõs family . 

E. Publicity: Mike Schmitt  will be sending out       

information in March .  

F. Historian: Rex Welker  is still assembling history 

in the making, but asks that Members save articles 

they see as he has limited access.  

 

5.  Committee Reports (Concluded):  

G.  Loop Editor: Marlan Woodside appreciated 

the article sent in for the last Loop, and asks for 

more.  

H.  Ways and Means: No meeting to report. Dan 

Steinberg  asked to be removed as Chair.  No     

replacement was appointed.  

I. Loop Mountain Crossing: Wilson James  

reported that the layout is running and turned in 

$22 in paper with coin to come once it is converted . 
 

6.  Train Faire Groups:  

N:    Rex Welker and Chris Howard report that 

both layouts are ready to go. The Howards 

are members of the Lancaster N scale club, 

and will be providing contact information to 

Mike Schmitt  to invite them to display at our 

Show.  

HO:  Mike Bruno reported that the High Desert 

Club will be unable to join us at the April 

Show. Work is progressing to improve the 

new yard. 

O:    Wilson James reported that he and John 

Holmes have the supplies to make their door 

tables.  

Toy Train:  Doug Pickard  expects to be at the 

April Show, but is not sure of his other two 

members. He will need help to both set up 

and operate.  

G:    John Bell hopes they are ready to go.  

Show Coordinator:  John Holmes is trying to get 

dimensions of the West Park Activity Center 

for better planning as more layouts come.  
 

7.  Activities:  

A. Mar 5 (Sat): TLRC Meeting at the Village Grill. 

This is the FIRST  Saturday . The meeting will 

begin at 11AM!!!   

B. Mar 12 & 13 (Sat & Sun): Golden Empire Show 

in Bakersfield.  

C. Mar 26 & 27 (Sat & Sun): Train Fest at     

Filmore with Steam .   

D. Apr 2 & 3 (Sat & Sun): Excursion train thru 

Tehachapi and the Loop.  

E. Apr 9 & 10 (Sat & Sun): Spring Show at West 

Park. NO MEETING!!!!  
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TLRC Business Meeting  
 

Stationmasterõs Report 
 

February 12th, 2011  
 

at The Village Grill  
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           From the desk of the  

         Paymaster Mike Schmitt,  

the following reports are for your review 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 

Balance Sheet -  As of 02/23/2011  
(Includes unrealized gains)  

This is a special edition of the Tehachapi 

Loop Railroad Club Newsletter. The financial 

information that normally appears on this 

page is to be viewed only by dues paying 

members.  

 

So if the information provided in the rest of 

the newsletter appeals to you, why donõt you 

join the club and help us further promote the 

wonderful hobby of railroading and model 

railroading.  

 

We endeavor to pursue all aspects of the 

prototype railroads and the miniature scale 

modeling side of this fascinating hobby.  
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TLRC Business Meeting  
 

Stationmasterõs Report 
 

January 8th, 2011  
 

at The Village Grill  

 

7.  Activities (Concluded):  

F. Apr 16 (Sat ):òFamily Fareó excursion on Metrolink to      

National Train Day in San Bernardino with 4 -8-4 #3751 on 
display . 

G. May 7 & 8 (Sat & Sun): High Desert Show in California City.  

H. May 14 (Sat):TLRC Meeting at the Village Grill  

I. Jun 11 (Sat): TLRC Meeting at the Village Grill, ELECTIONS!!!  

J. Jun 18 & 19 (Sat & Sun): Summer Show at West Park  

K. Nov 12 & 13 (Sat & Sun): Winter 

Show at West Park  
 

 

8.  Round Table:  

A. The Board recommended that the March meeting 

be moved to the FIRST Saturday for March to 

avoid a conflict with the Bakersfield Show on the 

second Saturday.  Many members will be behind 

tables at the Show and others want to attend.  The 

change of time was approved. To avoid conflict with 

another meeting at the Village Grill, our meeting will 

begin at 11AM  

B. About a year ago John Bell and Rick Passalacqua 

brought a donated 5õ x10õ HO layout to the Bell 

Barn.  Some of the HO members have begun to 

renovate the track so it can be operated and 

displayed during our Shows this year.  While the 

scenery is white plaster, it does come with cars, 

loco, power pack and buildings. After a little 

discussion it was decided that the layout should be 

raffled as a TLRC fund raiser and that tickets will 

sell for $5 each or 5 for $20, and that the drawing 

will be   held at the end of the November show.            

Transportation of the layout to the Shows was also 

discussed.  

 

C. Mike Schmitt reported that the Veterans who   

operate Vets Hall had made contact in regards to 

TLRC renting the Hall. Given the larger size of 

West Park, that insurance comes with West Park, 

and that the public now seems to know our new   

location, it was decided not to return to Vets Hall.  
 

 

9.  Round Table:  

A.  Doug Pickard  donated a TLRC T shirt and a NMRA 

tour guide T to Promotions for sale.  

B.  Friends of the Depot  are looking at May for    

another Train Faire sale, snow permitting.  

C.  Marlan Woodside  reported that our old website 

shows up first in a Google search, and that it 

needs to be deactivated.  

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 11:08AM.  After the 

Meeting several members who were not present last 

month made their selection from the Dodds collection . 

 

Philip Bailey, Stationmaster  

What was it that I move we accept?  Oh, thatõs 

right the Paymasterõs 

Report ...Letõs Highball
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Never Bought A Metrolink Ticket Before?  

Story and Photos by Marlan Woodside  
 
 

April will be here before you know it, 

and we need to get a commitment from 

our TLRC òFamiliesó for our trip.  In  

order to take advantage of the      

Metrolink family fare, their needs to be 

ONE purchase at $29.00 of a Family 

Fare SATURDAY ticket package.  This 

results in four tickets being issued that 

the òfamily of fouró will be using to 

travel ANY WHERE Metrolink travels 

ONLY for that SATURDAY.  
 

The picture at left is what the ticket 

machine looks like at the Metrolink    

station.  Here are the instructions:  
 

When approaching the ticket dispenser, 

note the display has a series on buttons 

on the LEFT with an L followed by a 

number and on the RIGHT with an R   

followed by a number.   See picture at 

left.  
 

From the initial screen, select L3 ð Special Ticket Options  

From the next screen, select L4 ð Friends and Family 4 Pack  

From the next screen, select R2 ð Saturday 4 Pack  

From the next screen, select R2 ð Quantity (Note the default is 0, punching R2 makes it turn to one, 

BUT there is a slight delay in the number registering so give it a second or two before you punch the 

R2 again or you could make the number go to two instead of one)  

From the SAME screen, select R5­ ð Buy (Be sure the quantity is what you want, the price will be   

calculated based upon that quantity     

number, 1 Family Pack costs $29)    

From the next screen, make the desired 

selection for the type of payment you are 

making.  Note that if you pay cash, it would 

be best to have a crisp TWENTY and TEN 

dollar bill to insert in the slot as the 

change is made in $1 coins, so another 

twenty would result in eleven coins as your 

change...you may not want to carry that!  

L5 ð Debt  R4 ð Cash  R5 ð Credit Card 

(Discover Card, MasterCard, Visa,     

American Express, or Diners Club)  

Four tickets and change will be dispensed 

in the trap below the display.  
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Our Youngest Guest?  

Story and Photo by Marlan Woodside  
 
 

As mentioned in the Stationmaster Report,  Liz 

Ayala brought several guest with her at our 12 

Feb 2011, TLRC meeting.  That is Lizõs grand-

daughter Jenny Vasquez who is the Mother of 

Ashlena Vasquez which is Lizõs  great grand -

daughter , We hope the two of them had fun 

visiting the TLRC meeting, cause we sure     

enjoyed having them be a part of our group if 

only for a short time.  No, neither are going to 

become members of TLRC any time soon as 

they were scheduled to return to    Germany 

where Jennyõs husband is stationed while he is 

deployed to Afghanistan.  I know Liz enjoyed 

having them visit as well.  So Liz, thanks for 

temporarily expanding the TLRC meeting head 

count.  

Last MINUTE additions to ACTIVITIES  
 

Whenever you learn of events that may be of interest to our members let me know, like the following:  
 

Mike Bruno gave the following; (I know a repeat posting, but the event has yet to happen and the invitation is still there!)  
 

     May 7-8, 2011:  High Desert Modular Model Railroad Club Train Show in conjunction with the California City Desert Tortoise 

Days Festival.   Located  at the  Strata Sports Center  in California City's Central Park, it will be open to the public on Saturday  

from 10am to 5pm and Sunday from 10am to 4pm.   Like the TLRC events, there will be a large HO layout (last year's measured 

66' X 28'), an O/O -27 display, an Ann Tuma-style sale table, possibly an N -gauge pike, and some other items of railroad        

interest.   It is also likely that there will be  snacks and soft drinks for sale.   Admission is free.  

      As a reciprocal courtesy to that extended to their members for the recent Winter Extravaganza in November, TLRC   

members wishing to play train for a weekend on a larger HO layout than we've ever had are welcome to participate, provided 

that they assist the HDMMRC in setup and teardown.   Setup will be Friday, May 6, beginning at between 9 and 10am and      

continue until  it is complete or it is decided that the layout is  far enough  along to quit for the evening.   Teardown will            

immediately follow the closing of the show on Sunday.   There are no facility - imposed time restrictions; the Show                   

Superintendent  will possess the building key and alarm code so the club can come and go as they wish.   As the California City 

Parks & Recreation Department is making the facility available to the club at no charge, there will be no cost to the participating 

members.  Anyone wishing to attend the show should contact Mike Bruno for further details.   It is understood that interested mem bers 
may not be able to take part in the entire setup due to work schedules, so talk to Mike to see what can be arranged.   
 

   Lynn McCurty shares the following:  
 

March 19th Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society Mini -Meet 8am to 5pm  At the historic Santa Fe San Bernardino 

Depot 1170 W. Third Street, San Bernardino   Gene Rutledge and Charlie Schultz are planning another outstanding Mini -Meet. 

There will be Santa Fe presentations, vendors, swap meet, and displays.  More details and prices as they become available. Al l 

California members of SFRH&MS will be sent flyers soon. One does not have to be a SFRH&MS member to  

attend. Hosted by the San Bernardino History & Railroad Museum .  http://www.atsfrr.com/convention/WestCoast.htm  

For info call Gene Rutledge 559 -732 -2560, atsfgene@aol.com  
 

Sat April 30th Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society Mini -Convention at the San Bernardino History & Railroad    

Museum at the historic Santa Fe San Bernardino Depot, 1170 W. Third Street, San Bernardino, CA  Presentations, vendors, 

models, displays. More details of this event as they become available. Remember many SP employees lived in San Bernardino, 

Redlands, Colton and surrounding Inland Empire communities. SP subsidiary Pacific Electric operated on Third Street directly 

behind the Santa Fe San Bernardino Depot, and on Rialto Avenue two blocks south. Therefore the San Bernardino is great 

venue, for those who appreciate the Late Great Southern Pacific, and the Mighty Pacific Electric.  SPH&TS 1523 Howard    

Access Rd Suite A, Upland, CA 91786-2582     http://www.sphts.org/index.php http://www.sphts.org/society.php   

I know, sheõs 

cute!!! 

http://www.atsfrr.com/convention/WestCoast.htm
mailto:atsfgene@aol.com
http://www.sphts.org/index.php
http://www.sphts.org/society.php


 

Monthly Newsletter 

of the  

Tehachapi Loop 

Railroad Club 
 

Post Office Box 876  

TLRC OFFICERS  

 

Superintendent  John Bell   661 - 300 - 0932  

Dispatcher  George Noriega   661 - 238 - 5694  

Stationmaster  Philip Bailey   661 - 823 - 1853  

Paymaster  Mike Schmitt   661 - 821 - 5271  

1st. Inspector  Wilson James   661 - 823 - 1665  

2nd. Inspector  Marlan Woodside  760 - 373 - 4765  

 

ADMINISTRATORS/CHAIRPERSONS  

 

Volunteer Positions:  Scale Chairs:  

Conductor  ñ Ann Tuma N ñ Rex Welker  

Historian ñ Rex Welker  HOñMike Bruno  

Hospitality ñ Ann Tuma Toy Trains ñSteve Pruitt  

Loop Editor ñ Marlan Woodside  OñJohn Holmes  

Membership ñ Theresa Bruno  GñJohn Bell  

Webmaster ñ Jack Fowler     

Promotions ñ Louise Bailey 

Publicity ñ Mike Schmitt  

Mountain Crossing Layout ñ Wilson James  

Ways & Means ñ Vacant 

Event Coordinator ñ John Holmes  
 
 

Website Address:  www.TehachapiLoopRailroadClub.org  

TLRC Email Address:   tlrc_club@hotmail.com  

 

Next Meeting Date: March 5, 2011 at 11 AM  

Location: The Village Grill  
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Thanks to those that sent in information about 

future activities and for researching information 

regarding the TLRC Family Fare Metrolink trip.  As 

I stated in last monthõs meeting, you and your 

òfamilyó are on your own to get to the Lancaster 

Metrolink station, which is located at the corner of 

Lancaster Blvd and Sierra Highway...follow the 

road paralleling the tracks from Mojave to Lancas-

ter and you CANõT miss it!  If only MY òfamilyó of 

four go, thatõs fine, but talk to other members 

from your geographic area and ògroup upó, nomi-

nate a òfamily headó and make the advance ticket 

purchase or be at the station  

Editorõs Note: 
 

While I will attempt to have someone proof read 

and correct any spelling, grammatical errors  and 

mislabeling, I apologize in advance for any errors 

that may have gone to print.  

 

Tehachapi  
Loop Railroad  

Club  
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