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Tehachapi Loop Railroad Clubôs 
Newsletter  

Who would have ever thought that there would be JUST one day set aside to celebrate TRAINS?  
 

But what an event it was in downtown Los Angeles at the LAUPT, where there was a wide assort-

ment of things to see and do and ALL focused on trains.  Some history, some Amtrak equipment, 

some vintage rolling stock, modern environmentally friendly diesels and good old Santa Fe 3751 all 

were on display at this event.  What surprised me the most was that in downtown Los Angeles 

there were crowds of people waiting in line at the train station just to see the equipment and en-

joy the festivities.  It was rumored by some Friends of the Depot members that I saw at the 

event that there were some other Tehachapi Loop Railroad Club members roaming the event!  

Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal (LAUPT)  
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The Orange County 

õNõ Gineers, running 

since 1974 were the 

only model railroad 

group present.  

There was a crowd 

around the exhibit 

throughout the show 

at ran from 11am to 

4pm.  To find out 

more information 

about them, go to 

their web site: 

www.ocngineers.com 

 

The Coast Starlight Sightseer Lounge Car.  Individual and bank 

seating on the upper level.  Large windows curved to the ceiling 

for ideal viewing.  Observation seating for up to 50 passengers.  

Lower level snack bar offering a variety of carry -out food and 

beverage items.  Open seating tables and booths.  Hosts Trails 

and Rails talks.  Informative talks given by National Park Ser-

vice volunteers.  

In the picture below, the riddle is 

solved as to how the Bear gets into the 

woods!  He takes Amtrak to the near-

est park.  Maybe thatõs really a Bruin 

and heõs really catching the Metro Gold 

Line to the Rose Bowl!  



 

TLRC Spring Show  
 

April 9 & 10  
 

at West Park in Tehachapi  

 

 

Whatõs up with the Stationmasterõs Report?  Well if you recall our last business meeting was con-

ducted on the 5th of March and there was NO BUSINESS meeting conducted in April due to the 

TLRC Spring Show.  So at our 14 May 2011 meeting we will have NO MINUTES to approve, but will 

have MARCH and APRIL PAYMASTER reports to approve to conclude our past business and move 

forward with new business.  
 

Normally I would have some neat pictures to visually display the activities of the April 2011 TLRC 

Spring Show, but my computer has become unresponsive and I must decide how much money I want 

to spend to recover those files with the pictures from that show along with a bunch of OTHER pic-

tures Iõd sure like to have back.  So, back up your data routinely is all one can say AFTER THE FACT. 
 

Enough of that, the show was a great success with our new Event Coordinator John Holmes at the 

controls.  The club greatly appreciates folks like John Holmes stepping up to take on some of the 

duties required to make our club successful.  
 

If you werenõt there and did not hear, Chris Howard celebrated a birthday on weekend.  Talk about 

good timing, Chris Howard became the new owner of some G Scale equipment that one of the show 

vendors chose to pass on to him with the promise that he would provide maintenance and enjoyment 

as the only cost.  Thanks to the those TLRC members providing the cake and that lent their voices to 

the birthday greeting.  
 

The show had the return of the òhospital layoutó.  Doug Pickard and crew set up the PVC pipe and 

got the layout running to add to the Toy Train display at the show.  The toy train display always 

awakens memories of past Christmas celebrations and special moments when a new piece was added 

to the layout, be it rolling stock or an accessory.  

 

Liz Ayala, Walt Easler, Paul and Kent Rutter took over the southwest corner of the building and 

had multiple layouts running with a wide variety of G Scale equipment.  

 

Rex Welker manned the N Gauge layout and Chris Howard added to the N Gauge display by bringing 

his well appointed layout for all to enjoy.  Of course,  Rex Welker also brought along a kid (and some 

adult) favorite, the wooden push and pull toy trains that always has a crowd to sort through the 

pieces and build a fascinating assortment of track configurations.  

 

George Noriega, John Bell, Rick Passalacqua and crew (apologies for those I left out) were out in force to setup and 

operate the always impressive looking G Scale display.  

 

The event coordinator, John Holmes, set up an O gauge demonstration layout and the HO modular group was out in 

force with Phil Cornyn bringing back his rolling video car that enable everyone to see what the scale engineer was see-

ing while traveling around the layout.  The kids really enjoyed seeing themselves on television.  The HO crew of  Mike 

Bruno, Mike Schmitt, Mario Terrazas, Fred DeLamarter, Wilson James, Larry Tuma Jr, Lynn McCurdy, and 

Marlan Woodside all had a grand time running a variety of equipment each day.    

 

While we missed our Humane Society friends, our dedicated TLRC ladies crew staffed the usual consignment table, 

thanks Ann Tuma, and  Louise Bailey, Maureen Cornyn, Theresa Bruno and  Anna Terrazas staffed  the railroad 

goodies table.  Thank you ladies.  
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From the desk of the Paymaster Mike 

Schmitt, the following reports are 

provided for your review and approval  

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 

Balance Sheet -  As of 4/27/2011  
(Includes unrealized gains)  

Come Join Us in the FUN!!!  
 

This is a special edition of the Tehachapi Loop Railroad Club newslet-

ter called the Loop!  The financial information that normally appears 

on this page is to be viewed only by dues paying members.  

 

So if the information provided in the rest of the newsletter appeals 

to you, why donõt you join the club and help us further promote the 

wonderful hobby of railroading and model railroading.  

 

We endeavor to pursue all aspects of the prototype railroads and the 

miniature scale modeling side of this fascinating hobby.  

 

There is something that should appeal to you, so why not use the 

contact information on the last page of this newsletter to join us on 

our journey and DONõT let the train leave the station without you on 

BOARD! 

 

If there is NOT a membership application with this copy of the 

newsletter, visit our web site to download one.  

 

www.TehachapiLoopRailroadClub.org  
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The Virginia City  

 

Virginia City has been preserved as the for-

mer private railroad car of the illustrious rail-

road author -photographer duo, Lucius Beebe 

and Charles Clegg.  Private and railroad busi-

ness cars have been popular vehicles of rail-

road officials and the wealthy elite and indus-

trialists since the late 1860s.  Built in 1928 as 

the Pullman Companyõs air-conditioned sleep-

ing, lounge and observation care Golden Peak, 

it spent most of its life in public service on 

Great Northern Railwayõs transcontinental 

flagship passenger train, the Oriental Limited.  

In 1954, the care was largely reconfigured 

and redecorated to the designs of the Holly-

wood, California interior design firm of Robert 

Hanley, Inc.  Renamed Virginia City by its au-

thor owners for their love of the famed Neva-

da silver and gold mining town, where they also 

maintained a Victorian mansion resort, the 

private car gleaned in a style Beebe called 

òVenetian Renaissance Baroque.ó  Now 

equipped with Amtrak compatible all -electric heat and air conditioning and retention toilets, the Virginia City is often 

seen stylishly trailing Amtrakõs California Zephyr en route to Reno, Sparks and other destinations.  Owned by Virginia 

City Rail Corporation of Redwood City, California   Three double bedrooms, shower, gourmet service in the dining room, 

complete accoutrements.  Large observation lounge with wet bar, solid marble gas -log fireplace and open read platform.  

Check out their website at:  www.vcrail.com  

The Montana  

 

Designed and built by the Milwaukee Road Shops in 

1946.  Originally a tap lounge for the Olympian Hiawa-

tha.  Converted to a business car in 1955.  Privately 

owned since 1978.  Restored interior recreates the 

Milwaukeeõs trademark lighting and rich woodwork.  

Features four bedrooms, kitchen, lounge, large win-

dows and open platform.  Accommodates up to 26 

guests during the day and eight guests for overnight 

trips.  The end gyro light was actively going thru its 

motions and was a nice added touch to the viewing of 

this private car.  Visit www.RaicarMontana.com for 

more information.  
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Santa Feõs 3751 
 
 

If you had a chance to catch 3751 in San Bernardino, you can appreciate the busy schedule that this steam 

locomotive has recently supported.  Somehow, I 

doubt that the engineer in the picture to the 

right below is about to complain.  These guys 

always have a smile on their faces when they 

get a chance to operate such a beautiful piece of 

machinery and oh that whistle really echoes of 

the past when these iron horse ruled the 

rails and caused young and old to come watch 

poetry in motion.  What a neat thrill to see!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Silver Lariat  

 

 

The Silver Lariat was 

merely one of several 

cars from the Califor-

nia Zephyr consist that 

was on display.  Built by 

the Budd Company in 

1948 as a womanõs/childrenõs coach for the original California 

Zephyr.  Owned by the Burlington Route, Burlington Northern and 

then Amtrak as a long -distance coach.  Present owner purchased it 

 

 

  


